The RadCofﬁn
By Sam Eastl
Faber & Faber 357 pages, $24

he Red Coffin is the sequel
{0 The Eye ofthe Red Toar
and it's superb. If you missed
but of Investigator Pekka-
Ia, once the Tsar’s most trusted

‘much

lts 1939, 10 years since the
tion in Eye, and Pekkala and his
assistant Major Kirow, have been
busy on the Comade’s busines

Stalin's concerns
possli A e e
opment of a new weapon, the
T-34 tank. German agents are at

i

SAMEASTLA

the acronym for beige and bor-
unned as Lee en-
gages in adventures (and sex)
from Hogtown to Hong Kong,
Bangkok to Guyana. It seems Lee

work attempting o get the plans | works for an “Uncle” who just

for the tank, relying on 2 group | may of the Chinese Ma-

of tsarst exsoldiers known.as. | . Lee' jabls fo rack down the

the White Guild. It appears that | money and those who have it In

the toy cadre working on case, it's a nephew of a

the tank has been infiltrated. | friend of “Undle” who is

Stalin wants Kiroy and Pekkala | $s-million. What happens to the

to uncover the traitor and reveal | person who di

the secrets of the Guild: One lions is not sz’s concen. Just:
the

tis «
Stalin's own little trap, created
by him to ferret.out anti-revolu-
tionary forces.

tery, with
hezequiite deaths, lues,ines-
tigation and resolutio

Tt all works so well bécause
Eastland - the pseudonym, we
are told, o uthor who
fivesin the United States” -
takes the time to build the char-
acters, develop the plot and in-
corporate the action. Kiroy, a bit
lean in the earlier book, is Won-
derful here, elegantly dressed
and a bit of a Soviet-style dandy
to Pekkala's grungy Siberian
survivor.

One can only hope that East-
land has more plans and plots
for Inspector Pekkala, This is a
Series with plenty of promise.

‘The Water Rat of Wanchai
By Ian Hamilton
Anansi, 424 pages, $19.95

he Water Rat of Wanchai is
the first book in what
intends as a new mystery

imprint called Spiderline. If the
other novels are half as good 25
this debut by Tan Hamilton,
then readers are going to
celebrate. Hamilton, a nationally

own journalist an
fiction author, has created a
‘marvellous character in Ava
Lee, a Toronto forensic
accountant.

‘That'’s right, an accountant.
Those who believe that CPA is

o phew.
This s a terfcsory hats
certin to be on the Arthur lls
et Frs Novel i his
Even better news s that the next
three novels in the series are al-
ready written and ready to print.
Ava Lee is going to be chasing
the accounts for a long, long
time.

First Frost
By James Henry
Bantam, 360 pages, $34.

‘was never a fan of the late RD.

Wingfield’s DCI Jack Frost nov-
els, fecling that Frost was too
much the crusty curmudgeon. So

revived by “James Henry,” the
nom de plume for publisher
James Garbutt and editor Henry
ton. I was wrong. T

young Frost is as sharp and
Smart, but he’s also mor
nuanced, and the signs ofage
are already th

"The actign s st in 198, when
Brtin s faced with cconomic
depression, terrorism, and
dréadtul Superintendent Stanley
Mullett has arrived to restore or-

m: issing 12-year-
old girl. It his first really big
aase!

‘Fans will find that this young
Frost resembles the Jack Frost in

e television series. In fact, this
prequel (with more to come, I
hope) should make a great new
Series from.the old one.
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‘The Poison Tree
By Erin Kelly
Viking, 323 pages, $33.50

his dazzling debut novel be-

gins as Karen and her daugh-
ter Alice go to pick up Rex from
prison. Rex has just served 10
years for murder. Who these
pedPlle are and what happened
to them is the spine of Kelly's
Exelltpyehological thiller

m the present, the story

s‘.lPS away to a golden time of
youth and freedom in the Lon~
don of the late 19905, We know:
something dreadful is going to:
happen - after all, Rex was in
prison - but what and when?
Kelly spins the story and the sus-
pense like a master. Fans of Bar-
bara Vine may think this one is

may have to do
‘with Brussels
sprouts.
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